
a  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s t o n e y  n a k o d a  n at i o n
The ‘Chinik i ’  and other  Nakoda peoples  li ved what  i s  referred to  in  hi s tory  as  a nomadic  way 

of  li fe .  The Creator  ca lled these people f rom the fores t s ,  the pra ir ies ,  the va lleys ,  the fo othill s ,  

the mounta ins ,  the lakes ,  the r ivers ,  and spr ings :  “Come,  my children ,  anyone who i s  hungry ,  

come and eat  f rom the f rui t s  and gather  f rom the abundance of  thi s  land .   Come,  everyone 

who thirs t s ,  come and dr ink  pure spr ing waters  that  are especia lly  prov ided for  you . ”  The 

Nakoda have be en especia lly  connected to  the natura l  wor ld  and at tune to  what  the Creator  

has  spoken li fe  and t ru th  in to ,  w i thin ,  above and around us .  They have be en fa i thful  guides  in  

thi s  for  many who have chosen to  nur ture re la t ionships  wi th  them and ca ll  them f r iends .  As  we 

know,  through the cha llenges  brought  on by cul tu ra l  hubr i s ,  much of  thi s  t rad i t ion  has  be en 

los t  or  underrepresented –  even to  them to  thi s  day .   

In  the ora l  t rad i t ion  of  the Stoney Nakoda people ,  i t  i s  be lieved that  the Alber ta Mounta ins  

and the fo othill s  were the ir  t rad i t iona l  lands  immemor ia l .  Others  think  that  the Nakoda people 

are close ly  re la ted to  the Sioux  of  the mid-cont inent  and as  a resul t  of  ear ly  set t ler  pressures  

moved westward in  the 1600s to  main ta in  the ir  t rad i t iona l ,  communal  way of  li fe .  Thi s  large 

group of  Nakoda people came to  be known as  ‘Stoney ’  by the set t lers  because of  the ir  use of  

heated s tones  to  co ok meals .   

By the 1800s the ‘Stoney ’  Nakoda Firs t  Nat ion made a deci s ion to  form thre e separate bands  

wi th  separate leaders  wi thin  thi s  one Nat ion :  the Wes ley (Go odstoney ) ,  Chinik i  (Chiniquay ) ,  

and Bearspaw nat ions  became the Stoney Nakoda Nat ion we know today .  At  one t ime they 

inhabi ted mass  areas  of  land f rom Montana to  what  we now cons ider  Nor thern BC/AB/Sask 

borders  and beyond .  As  a resul t  of  the s igning of  Treat ies  ( speci fica lly  Treaty  7 )  they were 

encapsula ted in  a  small  por t ion of  land jus t  wes t  of  Cochrane AB ca lled Mor leyv ille  (now 

legally  ca lled by the t rad i t iona l  name of  Mini  Thni ) .  I t  wasn ’ t  un t il  the mid 1940s that  a  

five- thousand-acre ranch on the H ighwo od R iver  was purchased and formed the Eden Valley  

Reserve for  some members  of  the Bearspaw band .  A year  la ter  another  five- thousand-acre 

por t ion of  land in  the Ko otenay p la ins  was set  as ide for  the Wes ley (Go odstoney )  band and 

named the B ighorn Reserve .    

There were many reasons  why the Stoney Nakoda ’ s  v ibrant  way of  nomadic  li v ing was 

affected and s t ill  to  thi s  day they cont inue to  s t rugg le .  Together ,  the thre e reserves  se ek to  

suppor t  one another  in  whatever  way they can .  Alongs ide the care of  those who honour  them,  

they hope one day i s  a  return  to  a heal thier ,  whole way of  li fe  which the Creator  g ives  in  

abundance .   

*Thi s  hi s tory  lesson was taken f rom the Stoney Nakoda Museum at  the Chinik i  Smi t tys /Gas 

Stat ion on TransCanada Highway . *


