
 
 

 

 

 

May 3rd, 2026 

Sermon: ACTS: The Spirit and The Story |Escape from Prison 

Main text: Acts 12 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION REFLECTIONS & QUESTIONS… 
Key Reflections/Quotes:  

Three Views on Prayer 

• Classical Theism: 

Prayer doesn’t change God’s mind but is part of His plan. 

• Relational/Dynamic View: 

Prayer can influence what God does in history. 

• Deterministic (“Straight Line”) View: 

Everything is predetermined → risk of “why pray?” 

 Biblical Tension 

Scripture shows moments where God appears to “relent”: 

• Exodus 32:9-14 Moses intercedes for Isreal.  

• 2 Kings 20:1-6 Hezekiah/s life is extended.  

• Genesis 18:22-33 Abraham negotiates over Sodom. 

• Jonah 3:4-10 Nineveh is spread after repentance  

• Amos 7:1-6 Amos Pleads for Isreal 

• 1 Kings 17-18 (These create real theological tension, not easy answers). 

 God’s Nature 

• Sovereign – Rules everything 

• Omniscient – Knows everything 

• Omnipresent – Is everywhere 

 What Prayer Actually Does 

• Aligns us with God’s will 

• Deepens relationship 

• Is an act of surrender 

• Is sometimes the means God uses to bring about outcomes. 

Key Quotes: 

“Prayer is not overcoming God’s reluctance but laying hold of His willingness.” 

“I would much rather be on the side of asking than not asking.” 

“Prayer can change the room.” 

“God has the power over chains, gates, and guards.” 

“We may miss what God has for us because we’re not asking.” 

“Prayer is about connection and relationship, not just outcomes.” 

Key Questions:  

1. When have you struggled with unanswered prayer?  

2. How do you personally handle the tension between God’s sovereignty and human prayer? 

3. What is one situation in your life where you’ve stopped praying and need to start again? 

4. How can your group become more intentional about praying together? 

5. What would it look like this week to pray: “God, what are you doing, and how can I join you?” 



 

 

 
 

 


