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SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP STUDIES

April 26", 2026
Sermon: ACTS: The Spirit and The Story | The Gentiles (Cornelius)
Main text: Acts 10

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION REFLECTIONS & QUESTIONS...
Key Reflections/Quotes:

e Peter, a key leader, had to rethink deeply ingrained beliefs.
e Spiritual growth often involves unlearning, not just learning
e Food laws fulfilled — Old covenant restrictions are no longer binding.
e People are not unclean — The gospel is for all nations, not just Jews.
e Cultural or religious rules can become barriers.
e Many “non-essentials” are treated like absolutes, causing division or exclusion.
e Prejudice Is Incompatible with the Gospel: Rooted in insecurity and false superiority.
e Grace removes all grounds for favoritism.
e Cultural instability should not produce fear. Instead: see opportunity for the gospel.
Key Quotes:
“Before any of that unfolds, Peter is the one who needs to be converted.”
“You need to let go of law that’s going to get in the way of mission.”
“God doesn’t always spell it out. You have to step in and figure it out.”
“God does not show favoritism.”
“The church doesn’t exist for you. It exists for mission.”
“God is not shaken by what's happening in the world.”
“Don’t miss what God is already doing.”
“What would be on your sheet?”

Key Questions:

1.

What is something you once believed strongly (spiritually or culturally) that God later changed in you?
Ask God to reveal to you where might you be holding onto a “non-essential” that feels like an absolute?

God chose to change Peter before reaching Cornelius. What does that reveal about how God works?
(Please read Acts 10:9-35).

How can legalism or church culture unintentionally create barriers for people exploring faith?
If God were to “lower a sheet” to you today, what might He ask you to surrender and why?
Where do you see God already at work in your life, workplace, or community and how can you join Him?2

How can you actively replace fear about the world with a missional mindset this week?
(Ask: “God, what are You doing—and how can I join You?)






