SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP STUDIES

May 24th, 2026

Sermon: Pentecost Weekend

Main text: Acts 2; Acts15

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION REFLECTIONS & QUESTIONS...

Key Reflections/Quotes:
God breaks down barriers through the Gospel
e Pentecost demonstrated that the message of Jesus was for all people, not just one ethnic or linguistic group.
e The miracle of languages symbolized God’s desire to reach every nation and people group.
Repentance and baptism were immediate responses in the early church
o After Peter preached, the crowd asked: “What shall we do?”
e Peter responded: repent and be baptized.
e About 3,000 people responded in faith and baptism that day.
o The early church treated baptism as a natural and immediate response to faith in Christ.
Salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone
e The message connected Pentecost to Acts 15 and the Jerusalem Council.
o The speaker emphasized that salvation comes by grace through faith in Jesus, not through religious rituals or works.
e Baptism was presented as an act of obedience and identification with Christ not the source of salvation itself.
Baptism represents:
Identity
e Believers are identified as children of God.
e Baptism symbolizes union with Christ.
Obedience
e Baptism is following Jesus’ command.
o It reflects shifting allegiance from the kingdom of the world to the kingdom of God.
Presence
e  Christians live by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.
e Baptism points to life within the body of Christ and empowerment by the Spirit.

Key Quotes:

“This is not so much about other churches and denominations... this is about what Jesus is doing in your heart.”
“Pay attention to that stirring in your spirit. That is the Holy Spirit prompting your heart.”

“No longer is the message of Jesus only going to be known by one people and one language.”

“Repent and be baptized.”

“They didn’t wait. They didn’t overanalyze it. They responded in that moment.”

“You are saved by faith in Jesus Christ alone.”

“I am not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

“Our new identity and life of obedience can only be lived out through the power of the Holy Spirit.”



Key Questions:

1. What stood out to you most about the story of Pentecost and why?

N

Have you ever sensed the Holy Spirit “stirring” or prompting you toward something? How did you respond?

3. What does baptism mean to you personally? How have your background or church traditions shaped your
understanding of it?
4. Why do you think public obedience and identification with Jesus matter in the Christian life?

5. What does it practically look like to live daily in the “identity, obedience, and presence” described in the
message?

6. How does knowing you are called a beloved child of God affect the way you see yourself and live your life?

7. The early believers responded immediately to God’s prompting. Is there an area where you feel God is calling
you to take a next step of obedience?



