
 
 

 

 

 

June 21st, 2026 

Sermon: The Open Hand |The Trust Test 

Main text: Malachi 3:6-12 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION REFLECTIONS & QUESTIONS… 
Key Reflections/Quotes: 

The Movement of the Passage 

1. Rejection – Israel turned away from God. 

2. Repentance – God invites them to return. 

3. Restoration – God promises to meet and bless His people. 

What Are We Clinging To? 

The sermon repeatedly asked: 

• What occupies our trust? 

• What competes for our worship? 

• What are we unwilling to surrender to God? 

Money may be one example, but so can: 

• Success 

• Security 

• Comfort 

• Relationships 

• Reputation 

• Control 

Open Hands vs. Closed Fists 

A closed fist symbolizes: 

• Fear 

• Control 

• Self-protection 

• Scarcity 

Open hands symbolize: 

• Trust 

• Surrender 

• Generosity 

• Dependence on God 

Key Quotes: 

“On Worship 

“God doesn’t actually need their offering. What God desires is their worship.” 

On Idolatry 

“The temptation of every human heart is to value the gifts rather than the Giver.” 

On Repentance 

“Repentance is simply turning toward God.” 

On Tithing 

“It’s not about how much we give; it’s about our hearts.” 

On Spiritual Formation 



“Tithing is a practice that trains us week in and week out to open our hands.” 

On Generosity 

“It doesn’t become easier to be generous when you have more.” 

On God’s Character 

“God doesn’t need your money. He is more than enough.” 

On the Kingdom Economy 

“God is a God who rips open heaven and pours out so much blessing that there’s enough to spare and enough to share.” 

On Following Jesus 

“It’s costly to open our hands, but it’s worth it.” 

 

Key Questions:  

1. What am I currently clinging to most tightly? 

Beyond money, what areas of my life (security, comfort, control, success, relationships, reputation) am I finding 

difficult to surrender to God? 

2.  How can I tell where my true trust is placed? 

What signs such as anxiety, fear, frustration, or obsession might reveal areas where I am depending on 

something other than God? 

3.  What does repentance look like in a practical way this week? 

If repentance means “turning toward God,” what specific step can I take this week to reorient my heart toward 

Him? 

4. How has God demonstrated His abundance and faithfulness in my life? 

Can I identify moments where God’s provision came in forms other than money such as peace, wisdom, 

relationships, strength, or grace? (Read Malachi 3:10) 

5. What would living more open-handedly look like for me right now? 

How might God be inviting me to become more generous with my time, finances, gifts, attention, hospitality, or 

resources? 

 

 


